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Lesson 8: Food Safety in China 

 

Objectives Skills involved 

To help students to understand: 

�� the food safety problem in China. 

�� the impacts on our country’s overall 

and diplomatic development. 

�� how the Chinese Government deals 

with this issue. 

Reading skills: 

Scanning and skimming 

Debating skills: 

�� arguments construction 

�� refuting arguments 

 

A. Two basic debating skills: 

1. Arguments construction: A-R-E 

A (assertion) – a forceful statement to show your point of view 

Examples: 

Pro -- Biotechnology companies and some scientists say that GM crops are produced in a more efficient 

and environmentally-friendly way. 

Con -- Green groups, organic farmers and other campaigners point to a range of environmental and 

health hazards.  

 

R (reasoning) – reasons to support your point of view 

Examples: 

Pro -- Are more cost-effective: GM crops have lower costs of production because herbicide - resistant and 

insect-resistant plants produce higher yields. 

Con -- Could increase herbicide and pesticide use: Pesticide and herbicide tolerance could mean that 

farmers spray their crops more liberally – so increasing the risk of pesticide residue in food. 

 

E (evidence) – examples / events to support your reasons 

Examples: 

Pro –A government study in 2003 concluded that GM crops offered marginal economic benefits to 

farmers.  

Con –According to a Soil Association policy document, Research form the US in 2002 also showed 

increased.  

 

2. Refuting arguments:4-steps refutation 



Step 1: “They say…”(��� …) – repeat the argument of the other side. 

Step 2: “But…”(�� …) – show your disagreement. 

Step 3: “Because…”(�� …) – give reasons to support your disagreement. 

Step 4: “Therefore…”(�	 …) – concluded by your point of view. 

B. Tennis Debates 

1. Debating topic: 

Food safety problem caused a serious damage on China’s national image. 
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2. Refers to the reading materials, use A-R-E to construct both sides arguments. 

Pro side Con side 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

3. Setting for Tennis Debates 

 
 

4. Rules for Tennis Debates 

a. A team can only score a point when they have “served” the ball and the other side drops 

the ball. 

b. If the team that serves drops the ball, the serve goes to the other side. 

c. The serve rotates between players. Once you’ve served, the next serve for your team 

goes to the player on your left. 

d. A team is said to drop the ball when any of the following rules have been violated. 

�� Players must respond within 15 seconds. 

�� Players must not repeat a point that has already been made without adding anything 

new. 

�� Player must use A-R-E to construct their argument. 

�� Player must use 4-Step Refutation when answering arguments form the other side.  

 

5.  Grouping 

The class is divided into 4 groups. Each group has 10 students. 

��   Pro side -- 4 students 

��   Con side -- 4 students 

��   Referee -- 1 student 

��   Note taking -- 1 student 

 

6. Time allowed and conclusion 

��   Preparation time: 20 mins. 

��   Time allowed: 20 mins. 

��  After finish the debate. The referee of each group should present the main ideas of   



both sides and make a conclusion. 



C. Reading materials 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source A: www.cagle.com, posted on 2007.05.14.�

 

Source B: www.cagle.com, posted on 2007.06.25.�

 
�� C: ����� �	 2007.07.29.�

 

�� D: ����� �	 2007.08.19.�



 
Philippines bans China-made food products from schools 

 
MANILA ? The Philippines has banned four mainland Chinese food products from school 
canteens following reports they contained cancer-causing formaldehyde, the education 
department said yesterday.  
 
The ban was outlined in a memorandum distributed to all public schools in the Philippines, 
the department said, and comes after health authorities issued a public warning.  
Among those banned were the popular White Rabbit and Milk Candy brand, Bairong Grape 
Biscuits and the Yong Kang Foods Grape Biscuit, the government said.  
 
Tests conducted on samples have positive results of formaldehyde,? the department said, 
citing findings from the local Bureau of Food and Drugs. 
  
School officials are enjoined to disseminate the information to the school populace and to see 
to it that the school canteens do not have such food products for sale,? the department said in 
its memo.  
 
Formaldehyde, a colourless, flammable, strong-smelling substance, is commonly used to 
preserve dead bodies and is a potentially toxic cancer-causing substance.  
 
In July, the government banned imports of all four food items - only the manufacturer of 
White Rabbit, Guan Sheng Yuan Group Co., has denied using formaldehyde.  
 
After initial public alarm, the food items have continued to be sold in shops. Beijing has been 
battling to improve the reputation of its ?ade-in-China? label amid fears about food safety. 
Industrial oils, acid, cancer-causing chemicals and other dangerous ingredients have been 
found in many food items made in mainland China, such as baby milk powder, rice and flour.  
Beijing has been taking drastic steps to contain the problem and in July executed the former 
head of its food and drug safety watchdog for corruption. ? 
 
Source E: Macau Post daily, posted on 2007.09.21. 
 



 
Malaysia on high alert over food products from China 

 
KUALA LUMPUR - MALAYSIA is putting food products from China under closer scrutiny 
after more than 200 items, including salted vegetables and herbal supplements, were found to 
contain harmful chemicals.  
 
Health Minister Chua Soi Lek said on Monday that Malaysia's food safety monitoring system 
is on high alert when it comes to products from China.  
 
This means that all food items must be tested for hazardous content like pesticides and 
excessive levels of antibiotics before entering the country, and pharmaceutical products, 
including health or herbal supplements, must be registered with the ministry.  
 
He was quoted by The Star as saying that 18 types of food from China were found this year 
to have violated Malaysian regulations because of excessive levels of chemical additives. 
  
The products included honey, red dates, seaweed, preserved fruit and salted vegetables that 
contained, among others, chloramphenicol, heavy metals and benzoic acid.  
 
In the first seven months of the year, 217 pharmaceutical products were also found to have 
contravened the specifications set by the ministry.  
 
He did not release the brand names of these items, but the Health Ministry gave an assurance 
that there was no cause to worry as these items were no longer on the shelves.  
 
The director of the Food Safety and Quality department, Dr Abdul Rahim Mohamad, told 
The Straits Times: 'We monitor all imported food products, but there is a special emphasis on 
China now because of recent issues relating to safety.'  
 
Lately, Chinese products - including toys, cough syrups and toothpaste - have been the 
subject of international recalls after being found to contain toxic substances like lead and 
DEG, an anti-freeze additive.  
 
Under Malaysia's food safety system, products with a good track record will be released first, 
with samples taken for testing. But for suspect items such as those from China placed on 
Level Five of the monitoring scale, the entire consignment would be held for sample testing 
before being released or rejected. This usually takes a day.  
 
Food products categorised as Level Six are automatically rejected. There is no requirement 
for sample testing in such cases.  
 
Said Dr Abdul Rahim: 'We are liaising closely with the Chinese Embassy, and they 
understand our position. We don't expect serious problems.'  
 
Source F: expert from The Straits Times (Singapore) , 2007.09.05. 
 



 
Two pacts aim to allay US fears over products 

 
Beijing and Washington signed agreements yesterday that aim to ensure key mainland food, 
drug and other exports meet US standards after a spate of safety scandals.  
The two pacts, signed at the start of a busy week of Sino-US economic talks, target a range of 
food items, livestock feed, drugs and medical devices, including some that have been at the 
centre of the safety scares.  
 

What was agreed 
· To ensure the safety of food products and animal feed exported from the mainland, 

exporters will be required to register with the central government and certify the safety 
of their products.  

· Medical devices, drugs and active pharmaceutical ingredients must be certified as 
meeting agreed standards.  

· Guidelines were agreed that outline methods for working co-operatively on safe and 
secure civilian high-technology trade.  

· Beijing will promote group tourist travel to the US.  
· The two countries will exchange information on the import and export of alcohol and 

tobacco products.  
· China and the United States will work together on the scientific, technical and policy 

aspects of biofuels, and will promote their production and use.  
· Renewal of a 2002 pact that supports the establishment and expansion of science and 

technology exchanges with China to improve market access for agricultural goods.  
· Renewal and updating of a 2002 agreement on co-operation to fight Aids.  
· A memorandum of understanding to boost US exports to 14 second-tier mainland cities.  
· Export-Import Bank of China and HSBC signed a credit agreement to import US$5.19 

million of medical equipment for a hospital in Shandong province.  
· The two countries' environmental protection agencies will launch a 

government-private-sector dialogue to boost the deployment of environmental protection 
technologies in China. 

 
Source G: expert from SCMP, posted on 2007.12.12. 
 



 
Food safety steps encouraging: EU official 

 
The Chinese government’s measures to improve the safety of food products are encouraging, 
but the most important thing is “implementation and results”, the European Commissioner for 
Health said yesterday.  
 
“The European Union (EU) is willing to provide any support necessary to reduce food safety 
problems related to Chinese products,” Markos Kyprianou said in Beijing yesterday.  
 
During his two-day visit to Beijing, Kyprianou held high-level meetings with Chinese 
officials to discuss issues such as food and fodder exports from China, including melamine in 
fodder and unauthorized genetically modified organisms in rice, and the measures to tackle 
illegal trade in food products.  
 
The two sides have agreed to meet regularly to check illegal imports and exports of food 
products, he said. They will work closely to ensure food and vegetable exports maintain high 
sanitary standards.  
 
Also, the Chinese government will inform EU of how the programs and measures to improve 
food safety will bear results.  
 
In another important cooperative step, the European Commission is finalizing a software 
application that will give Chinese authorities direct access to the data transmitted through 
EU’s Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF). This will help target food safety 
controls in future.  
 
“Under such an alert system, food traders will be informed in real time on any findings of 
problems with Chinese products in Europe so that they can react immediately,” Kyprianou 
said.  
 
Last year, China was the most notified country on the RASFF, with more than 260 food 
safety problems about products made in the country. 
 
Source H: China Daily Hong Kong edition, posted on2007.09.13. 
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D. Related websites 
 

1. Centre for food safety (� è ��
 o ) 

http://www.cfs.gov.hk/ 

 

2. State General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) 

(��s O ij• e • ô ,ˆ ) 

http://www.aqsiq.gov.cn/ 

 

3. EUROPA - Gateway to the European Union (� 23 } ) 

http://www.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

 

4. US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) (��� è •´ è ‡-ˆ ) 

http://www.fda.gov/ 

 

5. World Health Organization (WHO) – Food safety news: newsletter (+, ÀÁ7 ó ) 

http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/newsletter/en/index.html 


